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of Dr. Brtining were the withdrawal of the support given
him by the large industrialists and landowners. On the
nth October 1931, in the little spa of Harzburg in the
province of Brunswick, then under the Government of the
Right, a great gathering of all the clans of the National
Socialists and the German Nationalists took place. Hugen-
berg and Hitler, Seldte and Duesterberg (the leaders of the
Stahlhelm), there agreed to set up a common Right front
against Bruning. In German history this has been given
the name of the c Harzburg Front'. At this gathering in
Harzburg a declaration was published, the gist of which
was that c the National Front, united in its parties, leagues
and groups, and animated by the desire to act unitedly and
with common aims, demands the immediate resignation of
the Governments of Bruning and Braun *.
Nevertheless, it was very clear at this meeting that
Hugenberg was no longer the god he had been to Hitler
in earlier years; for Hitler refused to take part in
the general parade of the armed bands. This was not
only a distinct affront to Hugenberg, but also militated
considerably against the effectiveness of the Harzburg
declarations.
The Remaining Power Factors
Apart from the factors already dealt with, the remaining
forces often played a decisive part in one question or another.
They were however only concerned to a minor degree in
the immediate destinies of Germany and the Government.
At that time the Church had, relatively speaking, a large
say, because as a Zentrum man Dr. Bruning was in constant
contact with the bishops. Papen, too, acknowledged the
Catholic Church, but with Bruning's overthrow the influence
of the Catholic prelates was practically broken, and the
clerical party could only win occasional successes behind the
scenes. This was understandable, for Protestantism most
certainly played a considerable part in German affairs.
The moment that the Zentrum, the actual party of the
Centre in Germany and the focus of Catholic elements, was